
 

 
 

Welcome to Year 2 
 
Our Teaching Team for 2018/19 
Mr Simmonds and Mrs Cropper. Mrs Oxley will also work with the Year 2 children this year. 
  
During the first half-term, the children will also be working with Danny from Nottingham 
Forest Community Trust as part of the Premier League Primary Stars programme. Danny will 
support the children in the classroom on a Wednesday morning and then deliver their PE 
session on a Wednesday afternoon.  

Latest Update - Welcome to the Autumn Term  
A very warm welcome to Year 2! Our topics this term are Blue Planet and With a Little Help 
From My Friends. We have a very exciting fishy dissection planned for the first half-term and 
it promises to be slimy and smelly!  
Mr Simmonds and Mrs Cropper.  
  
Important Dates for your Diary this term 
  
Tuesday 4th September - INSET 
Wednesday 5th September - INSET 
Thursday 6th September - Children return to school 
Tuesday 18th September - Mr Brown Meet and Greet 3.30-4.30pm 
Friday 21st September - Mr Brown Meet and Great 8.50-9.20am 
Friday 21st September - Jeans for Genes Day 
Sunday 23rd September - Mr Brown Welcome Service 
Tuesday 16th October - Parents' Evening 4.30-7.30pm 
Wednesday 17th October - Parents' Evening 3.30-5.30pm 
Friday 26th October - Break up 
HALF TERM 
Monday 5th November - Return to school 
Friday 22nd December - Break up for Christmas 
 

Year 2 Information 
  
Drinks and Snacks 
It is recommended that every child brings in a water bottle each day. Please make sure the 
name is clearly labelled. Children are encouraged to bring in a healthy snack for morning 
break.  
  
Physical Education 
Year 2 will have P.E twice a week. Please bring your kit and leave it in school for the whole 
week. Please make sure the children have suitable clothing for each session and that all 
clothes are clearly labelled. They need warm PE clothes for outdoor sessions. PE sessions 
will be delivered on Tuesday and Wednesday for 2CS, Monday and Wednesday for 2EC. 



  
 
Homework 
In Year 2, children are expected to read every night for about 20 minutes. A general aim is to 
read 3 times a week to gain an award. 
  
When a child finishes their book there are some suggested activities on cards at the back of 
their reading journals. Some children may also have high frequency words to learn which 
will be put in their book bags. Children have an opportunity  to change their books each day. 
  
Spellings will be introduced and reinforced in phonics sessions. There will be spelling 
homework sent home each week. We encourage parents to help your child learn the 
spellings. There will be a half termly informal test to check they can apply the spelling 
patterns learnt so far. 
  
Occasionally the children may be asked to find something at home or look at something in 
relation to our topics. There also might be an activity to complete relating to our English 
or Maths for the week. 
  
Contacting the Year 2 Team  
Please feel free to speak to us at the start or the end of day with quick concerns or please 
feel free to book a time via the School Office to have a longer chat. 
  
Curriculum Overview 
The children in Year 2 follow the National Curriculum and Primary Framework for English 
and Maths. The pace of work has been increased from Year 1 and the content that is 
covered is in more depth. 
Play is still an important aspect of learning at this age and children will participate in role 
play activities and drama to support their speaking and listening skills. The children will also 
be playing games, mostly in Maths, to aid their understanding of real-life experiences. 
  
English 
Over the three terms we look closely at fiction texts (mainly stories) and non-fiction 
(poetry, riddles, jokes, recounts, explanations and instructions). The class will share some 
reading or writing and then split into their groups for a task. At the end of the lesson 
children come together to share what they have learnt. Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar 
(SPAG) is taught on a weekly basis. 
  
Maths 
We follow a broad curriculum for maths. We look at addition, subtraction, basic division and 
basic multiplication (2’s,3’s 5’s and 10’s). Topic maths looks at money, time, weight and 
length. Wherever possible we relate maths activities to real-life situations and incorporate 
relevant problem solving strategies. 
  
Science 
During the year we will be focusing on identifying and comparing everyday materials; 
identifying plants in the local area and working scientifically; tunneling animals and their 
habitats; living and non-living things; food chains; and the basic needs of animals. 
We endeavor to teach children in an interactive way through hands-on experiences and 
investigations. 
  



 
 
Topic 
We will start by exploring the oceans, sea creatures and habitats with our topic called 'Blue 
Planet’. As we move through the year, we will also learn about The Beatles and the 1960s in 
our topic ‘With a Little Help From My Friends’, before travelling the world looking at great 
adventurers and explorers in ‘Great Explorations’. We will learn all about the ‘Epic 
Engineering’ behind bridges, skyscrapers, tunnels and dams before grabbing our trowels and 
learning about plants and growth in ‘Gardener’s World’. To end the year we will get out our 
magnifying glasses and go in search of minibeasts in our ‘Creepy Crawlies’ topic. 
It’s going to be a busy year! 

 


